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Е DLO MAN THIRTEEN YEARS AGO SHED MARRIED 
HIM FOR HIS MONEY ANDREWO BEEN FORTY-SEVEN 
THEN LILA О BEEN TWENTY-ONE, BUT NOW, LILA WAS 
THIRTY-FOUR LOVE HAD ALMOST PASSED HER БҮ 


4 ITE CHAIR, SMOKING HIS PIPE UPSIDE-OOWN LIKE НЕ 
ALWAYS DID READING HIS INCESSANT BOOKS OF 
TRY. AND ВНЕ KNEW WHAT ане HAD ТО ра... 


I HAVENT EVEN READ 
HALF THE POEMS IN 
THIS BOOK... 





Мин AFTER нант НЕО SAT THERE. ? Вот ONE DAY, LILAO МЕТ HOWARD, 
SMOKING HIS MAE, READING, SIKKINS 





YES, LOVE MAD ALMOST ғаззғо HOWARD HAD RETURNED... AGAIN А MOVED UF THE STAIRS SHE 

LILA BY. BUT SHE'D REACHED OUT AND AGAIN? FINALLY, BY THE OPENED THE DOOR TO HER SED- | 

AND CAUGHT IT.,.CAUOHT IT THAT FURNACE, IN THE НЕАТТНЕТО ROOM. HOWARD WAS WAITING... 

DAY IN THE CELLAR. LILA SOT UP PLARNED ANDREW'S MURDER. 

FROM HER CHAIR AND 5000 OVER (ТС LOOK LIKE AN OM, HOME. Ў 
ACCIDENT, маат. J HOLD ме. Я 


ARE YOU URE YOU'LL NAVE HIS і Er 
YOU'LL ВЕ ABLE ТО - 2 


0 у START UP 
аб А ДА: 
4) lla 


ү f vf 
] У/ 


# 


N 
! ү 
| 


Я 
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Å DREW SIGHED, CLOSER HIS воск OF POETRY, AND 
STAUSOLED TO HIS FEET PAINFULLY, НЕ REACHED FOR 


- — — — 
Не normer ñonoss THE Бүт ROOM AND STARTED THERE WAS Å SPLIT SECOND GLEAM OF REALIZATION 
THE LONG FLIGHT OF STAIRS. SLOWLY, PAINFULLY, ç” IN THE OLO MANS EYES BEFORE THEY PUSHED AND 
ME CLIMBED ONE AFTER THE OTHER, STOPPING EVERY 20 $ SENT ни тума 

“OFTEN 





LT was AN ETENNITY BEFONE 
ANDREW NEAGHEO THE BOTTOM OF 
THE STAIRS. HE LAY THENE MOTION- 
LESS. LILA STANEO DOWN AT HIM, 


Ножі DARTEO OOWN THE STEPS, 
KNELT BESIDE THE 0.0 MAN, 


BRABBED HIM BY HIS SHOULDERS, У 


LIFTED, HIS HEAD AND 


ALL WIGHT. HE 


DEAD МОЮ. DONT 
FORGET! CALL AN 

AMBULANCE. YOU 
KNOW WHAT YO BAK. 


HUNNY 
90... 


WHIMPERIHG. HE MOVED. HOWIE 


Loox, HOWE. LOOK AT THE “4 
GUTE LITTLE MONKEY. ISNT j LILA.L 
HE DARLING? он,1 WANT МО? BUT, REALLY. 
HIM. I WANT HIM FON A АКТ: 

HE'S 80 DUTE. 


THE PET STORE MAN GAVE LILA ALL THE INSTRUCTIONS 
NEEDED FOR CARING FOR THE MONKEY. аа 
a w - ра ене 


(. T'LL TAKE GOOD CANE Л 


3 OF HIM, ТНАНК YOU- 
НЕ 2475. HOW То SATHE ISN'T HE A DOLL 
им. HIS SHOT-RECORD.,, 
REGISTRATION. BIRTH 


он LØDA, HOWIE, LOOK HE'S 

8000 LUCK..THAT’S WHAT НЕ 

187 LOOK AT THIS, THE MONKEY 

WAS SORN THE SAME DAY THAT 

ANOREW ..0/E07 WHY, ALMOST 
„° THE MINUTE = 


wer DONT 

тоў CALL HIM 

ANDREW AND 

BE JONE WITH 
т” 





I COULON'T, HOME! ) LOOK, LILA, 

THINK WHAT PEOPLE ТО BEEN 

WOULO SAK / I'M WILL TALK Å WE 

SUPPOSEO TO SE IN) SINCE YOUR HAVE TO WAIT A 

MOURHIHG FOR Z HUSBAND'S REASONABLE 
OEATH! WHEN AMOUNT OF TIME 
ARE WE GOING 


HEE, НЕЕ? HOW FOR THE THIRD PART OF MY SLOP SERVING, 
KIDDIES, THE NEXT ACTION TAKES PLACE ABOUT А MONTH 
LATER. LILA HAD BEEN PUTTING HOWARD OFF. STALLING 
HIM IN His DEMANDS THAT THEY BE MARRIED IMMEDIATELY. 
SHE'D INSISTED THAT IT WAS TOO SOON AFTER ANDREW'S 
DEATH. THAT IT DIDN'T 'LOOK 6000. 80 HOWE WAITED, .. 
AND FUMED, ONE NIGHT, НЕ CAME TO VISIT HER. BY THAT 
TIME THE LITTLE MONKEY LILA'D BOUGHT HAD THE 

= 


FULL RUN OF аа 5 


/ м 
1.. WHAT AS IT HOWIE? 
WHAT E WRONG? 
pr 


HAVE BROUGHT IT ін. FROM f SUT IT'S BEE! 


( THE STREET. HOW COULD ALMOST SEVEN 


YOU THJ/ÆK SUCH A THING. MONTHS SINCE 





NOT YET, MY DEAREST f 
IT’S TOO SOON, LET'S 


THAT'S NOT SO LONG, J 
HOWIE f YOU CAN STILL 


COME AND SEE МЕ... 


LIKE THIS „ 


SEVERAL NIGHTS LATER, HOWIE CAME ASAIN TO VISIT 

LILA. SHE WAS LONG IN ANSWERING HIS RING. SHE 

SEEMED FLUSHED WHEN SHE OPENED THE DOOR... 
WHAT'S WRONG, LILA? 
TOU'RE ALL AED! 


HALF-EMPTY GLASSES AND A BOTTLE OF LIQUOR SAT 


SILENTLY. or 
DENTERTAINING 3 ФА TAKING TO SMOKING 018, 
NOBODY? 1.. L. # LILA? AND DRINKING P DO “о! 
PAA, тр USUALLY USE TWO 0145553 


RS 


ee 


"ING: WHO'S HERE, LILA? 
WOKE МЕУ 1.. 1 WHAT Å WHO ARE YOU 


ARE TOU LOOAWG 


AT HOWIE? 


— 
THE MONKEY, I ЗИРВОЗЕ( > 
DONT LIE ТО ME PUTTING ў 

Howie! HONESTLY МЕ OFF AND PUTTING ME OFF. 


DONT! ПІ —— 





Howie STARTED UP THE STAIRS... ABOVE, LILA'S BEDROOM DOOR Howe packeo ОР FROM 
1 WAS EARLY Томентен, Ф HOWIE! LY ОЧЈЕКЕО SHUT HOWIE GARTED ТО ГТ... 
LILA? You DONT EXPECT I КОЛ 


S Howie TORE BACK DOWH THROUGH THE HOUSE AND OUT 
THE REAR DOOR. НЕ SEARCHED THE GARDEH SUT FOUND 


Би ED 
ra 


WERE DRAWN 8, 


= 


НТ HOWIE'S EYE. НЕ 


— 
г 7 30 YOU KEPT PUTTING МЕ 
I OFF AHO ALL THE TIME 





D THE РО P Howie SNOUSHT THE POKER DOWN WITH ALL HIS BRUTE 
(t PONCE UPON LILA'B HEAD, CUTTIHS HER ВСНЕАМ TO A 


— & NR 


пры, аа ی ر ی‎ pen 7 
Tu воіна то 4/22 YOU, а BUBBLINS SUNSLE 
LILA. KILL YOU АЗ 7 = 


— — 

Я AGAIN AND AGAIN THE POKER FELL, å THE OFFICEN PUT HIS HAND ON 
È CRUNGHING BONE, MASHING BRAINS, 4 HOWIE'S SHOULDEN om 
% UNTIL,WEARILY, HOWIE FLUNG IT AT ў — 

X THE PULPY RED ОО?Е BEFORE HIM... Š 
е Ш? 


SOMEBODY LIFTED THE PHONE AND 
SCHEAMED INTO IT. SHE SAD IT 
SOUNOED МОНЕ LIKE AN AMMWAL 8 


AFTER WHAT WAS LEFT OF LILA WAS SCRAPED UP FROM 
THE LIVING-ROOM RUG AND THE CORONER AND DETECTIVES 
WENT AWAY, Å SMALL FURRY BROWN MONKEY SCURRIED OUT 
FROM THE BUSHES BEHIND THE HOUSE, SCRAMBLED BACK 
UP THE TRELLIS, INTO THE BEDROOM AND DOWNSTAIRS TO А 
CERTAIN CHAIR, THERE Іт CURLED UP WITH A PIPE, UPSIDE- 
DOWN, IN ITS MOUTH AND А HOOK OF POETRY, ОН ITS LAP. 





Microw UNDRESSED *LOWLY.HUNNIN6 TO HIMSELE HE 
SLID INTO HIS PAJAMAS AND SAT DOWN ON THE FIRM 
MATTRESS ОҒ THE FOUR- FOSTER BED. HE STUDIED THE 
2 8Е0% DELICATE CARVINGS, ITS GLEAMING FINISH IN 
THE NEXT таи HE — ояна КЕНДЕР 


STUPID WOMANS FOR FIVE YEARS 
IVE STEPPED ОН HER... ABUSED НЕК 
HATED HER...USED HER TO SET 
WHERE I AM TODAY/AND STILL 
SHE KEEPS COMING BACK ge 





MILTON LAY BACK AMONG THE SOFT РО 28 OF Lorna't sement PROM YHE NEXT ROOM STOPPED. MILTON 
THE FOUR-POSTER'S BEDDING. HE CHUCKLED. CLOSED НІЗ EYES, YES, TOMORROW... OMORRONW WAS THE 


4 1 ФАУ, MILTON 00ZED, IT WAS A COMFORTABLE BED AT THAT, 
TON ORRON аа аў ы 2OAWA'D ИМЕН IT ТО НМ. STUPID LORNA, FIVE YEA 


ARE 
( 
i 


Фай 
ка 
| аз 0% 


WHOLE SHOW, 1 ALWAYS 24/0 ТО ES баба нен. Жон; ненаќ På 


TOMORROW, MILTON. WHAT YOU 
ALWAYS WANTED. YOU'LL BE THAT 

YOU'RE ENT YOU 2/2 MAN NOU ALWAYS 54/0 YOU'D 

MILTON? SOUR ARENT | | 26. ТНЕГАЕ воме To ELECT You 
PRESIDENT OF THE COMPANY 

CONSCIENCE! Но REGRETS, Š 

SOUND ASLEEP! WAITING I 


І сют HOW THEN. I OION'T KNOW WHAT YOU REALLY 
Ni WANTED. І WAS BLINDED ØY MY LOVE FOR YOU. WE DROVE 
YOU, DID IT? YOU... YOU MADE LO! UPSTATE ANO FOUND À JUSTICE OF THE PEACE. 
To > a teat 
(/ OH, MILTON, DARLING f 


го MARRY Ури тт 





WE WERE SEONETLY MARRIED. FATHER “You WEN 
NEVEN KNEW. НЕ МАЙ KILLED SEFONE FATHEN OWNEO WAS NINE... NINE 
WE COULD TELL НІМ, REMEMBER THE н NSTANTLY...‘ АМО MY НИЗВАНОВ,,. NINE AND 
AGCIOENT, NILTON? YOU OROVE HIM YOURS, MILTON... 

INTO TOWN THAT DAY. YOU SAID THE å е 7 

SRAKES FAILE O OM THE CLIFF ROAD...’ Be AE ТИЕ Toca НОИ 


МЕНЕ SOING т 1 „f ALL RY LIFE IVE you 
то ОРАЗА. > x 1 | BEEN А NOBODY? f TALK 
THIS із MY CHANCE f UKE THAT 
WITH 
FATHEN NOT 
EVEN COLO 
IN NIS GRAVE. 


“Ано SUDSENLY, EVENYTHIND THAT 


“You тоок oven, mon't ША жү panah 
HOLDINGS. Но STOCK ін THE 


МЕНЕ IS ALIST OF ALL FME 
STOCKNOLDERS. I WANT YOU 
то (NVESTIGATE EVERY ОДЕ OF 
THEM, UNDERSTAND ? X WANT 
YOU то GET SOMETHING ON EACH 


HE'S WA PIED. WITH WORK o0 — TLL, J OOMPANY! I WANT 


aint VERY RESPECTED. SUT PAY YOU... AMY THINGS 


Itt SELL IT то МЕ ANO 
HE'S HAVING AN ДЕРДИ ОН 


І НЕНАН SILENT, un. 
CUTLENS 





WHAT COULD HE Do? HE WAS TRAPPED! You AHD THE DIRT CAME IN. REMEMBER THE SEGOWO ОНЕ? 
CLIMSED THE F/WST КИНО YOWARD THE TOP. HE HE HELD LESS THAN 4% OF THE VOTINO STOCK. A MERE 
TURNED OVEN HIS STOCK YO YOU AHD YOU РАО HIM. РІТТАНСЕ. BUT YOU WANTED IT. NOTHING WOULD STOP 
SAID NIM WITH MY DEAD FATHEN'S MONEY.. YOU, WOULD IT MILTOH 2” 


Ў ноў couto vou 00 IT, I GET WHAT L H-HOW оо YOU F/WO OUT? J r HAVE WAYS, WR. 
el IT WAS SO UNFAIR. ) WANT, СОННАЃ 1T., IT WAS 30 LONG дво! FORBES f IT WOULD MEAN 
зо ONEAP I „А I GET ITAHY = Р МАЛ. РОН YOU, IF I FOLD! 


—— ` Wi NOW, YOU OWN SOME 
SHANES OF STOCK. 
é — £ 






` You CLIMBED UPWAND, DIDN'T YOU, не KILLED NIM- Y 

MILTON? THE SECOND Нина. 46% Í SELF, MILTON 

YOU HEEDED 81%, YOU STEPPED ОН HE COMMITTED 

THEM AHD CLIMBED. NOW I A/7/E0 SUICIDE! 

THE TH/WO ONE., ° 
THAT'S ALL 
IWANTI 


"8%! YOU вот THREE PERCENT FROM MN. STALEY'S 

WIDOW YOU WERE STILL SHORT. YOU STILL NEEDED 
TWO PERCENT. AND YOU WERE DETERMIHED То SEY ГГ.” 

YOU'VE вот Yo STOP This] ALL — ALL RIGHTS NOT BLACK MAIL. 
MILTON! you've GOT 70. BUSINESS, LORNA, HERE'S YOUN зтоскі HOW AT ALL, WR SURKHER 
I AWOW WHAT I'M GET OUT, YOU OMTY I'm BUYING THESE 
BLAGKNAILEN!, SNARES. REMEMBER 
] THATS HERE'S YOUR 

CHECK f 


“Ано THEN YOU FOUND YOUN FOUNTH VICTIM. YOUN 
PRIVATE — PICKERS CAME WITH THEIN DIRT, AND 





"бо ном YOU HAD IT, MILTON. узи HAD Your 
CONTROL f AND AT THE NEXT STOCKHOLDERS 
MEETING, YOU EXPLODED YOUR BOMU." _ 
IT'S AS SIMPLE АЗ THAT, I 24/0 КО BE A 2/20 MAN, AND NOW \ AND your DREAM 
| GENTLEMEN. I HAVE 42%, ] IM ӘО/МӨ TO DE! NEXT WEEK,THEVRE)HAS FINALLY BEEN 
OF THE VOTING STOCK I I GOING TO ELECT ME PRESIDENT FULFILLED, ЕН, 
DEMAND THE РЛЕЗ/РЕМОУ”, OF THE ФОМРАМУ 7 r Nm — fi 


LORNA. WHATEVER 1 DID, 1 DID 
WITH A PLAN, WHY бо YOU 
I сот TO THE JOP С | THINK I MARRIED You? 
WHERE I BELONG ” ` 7 г 5 


HAH AND FATHER? НЕ. НЕ 
ME LAUGHS jas F FOR HIM BECAUSE OULD HAVE D/SOWNED 
YOUR OLD MAN 3 OF /7,7 ONCE I МЕ iF HE'O POUND OUT I'D 
HAD DOUGH? AND Д MARRIED YOU! вит НЕ 
HE HAD THAT 4 5 NEVER ў —— 
på 2 2 YOU... YOU м, 
“цаць - DIDN'T You? қ 





FIGURE IT OUT “У THEN YOU YOU 20 LOVE МЕ, TONIGHT, You FOUND THE BED IN 
0/0 KILL нм? | LORNAf YOU STILL YOUR ROOM, ЕН, MILTON HOW ANNOYED) 
YOU O/D?on... | | LOVE ME. THAT'S 
200... 50% AND, WHY YOU WON'T 
I THOUGHT L 
LOVED You... 


BUT MILTON! 74/5 13 А BED SEND IT BACK IN THE POH, YES! YES! TOMORROW'S 
EFITT/NG А MAN OF YOUR MORNING! ро YOU А 2/0 DAY ІН YOUR LIFE, 
‘STATION IN LIFE! LOOK AT HEARS NOW 6070 ЕН, MILTON? PRESIDENT 
ате HOW REGALI HOW ЖУУ... YOUR Room? WANT | OF THE COMPANY / THE 


IRNED LIKE FIRE WHERE YOU SLAPPED 
ROOM, CRYING MY HEART OUT. 
UNTIL YOU'D FALLEN ASLEEP.” 





MILTON OPENED HIS SYES. LORNA STOOD OVER MILTON LAY SPREAD-EAGLED ACROSS THE FOUR-POSTER, 


HIS WRISTS AND ANKLES EACH SECURELY BOUND ТО A POST. 


IT’S JUST PAST уран” | | LORMAZUNTIE МЕ? Ү TOU ALWAYS SA/D YOU'D 
MILTON! 700498 THE ВЕ А 2/6 MAN SOMEDAY, 
f so ГИ GOING TO 


= x= тш 
YOU'RE GOING ТО 
DE Å 8/9 MAN, 





| Through the heavily matted undergrowth be | 


could see the clearing where the line of 
gnarled trees ended and the desolate swamp 
stretched off toward the murky horizon. The 
light was already beginning to fail; they 


He had heard often, Нот other convicts, 


thae the swamp was probahly the only way to 
escape from the penitentiary .. . but none of 


the men actually kæew of anyone who HAD 


way to the edge of the forest, continuing on 
through the woods is just what the guards 
would WANT me to do! THAT way their 
bounds could track me down tl I dropped 
from exhaustion! 


He heard a crashing in the undergrowth 


now; he had only a moment ın which to make 
his decision! 


With a nervous glance behind him, he 


the forest into the inky darkness. 


На а Дата е В. 
‘Without а moment’s hesitation he scrunched 
low, aware of the thick goo pressing against 


He was shrouded again in darkness. 


He permitted himself an audible sigh of} 
relief. The guards were moving past the spot 


| where he bid. Another few minutes buried 


here in the swamp and he'd be able to 


“I mld you he'd never head for the swamp,” 
he said over his shoulder, as he snapped the 
leash holding his brace of bloodhounds. “Let's 
keep gomg through the woods!” 


ебати овес Terra пр 
He's probably too smart to set foot in that 
Swamp and wait for us to pass him by. Cause 
even if we DID miss him, be'd be sucked down 
into that stuff the very first time he tried to 
move out of that guscksand! It's happened 
m every escaped con who ever tried to make 
his getaway through the mud!” 





ONCE UPON А TIME... LONG, LONG 200... THERE Liven A |, 


VERY WEALTHY FRENCH NOBLEMAN NAMED IRVING, DUKE 
ОР MELVANIA, NOW THIS NICH DUKE HAD А SON NAMED 
AMBOY AMBOY WAS Пони THENTIFR aun VERY қыр. 
FATHER I'M TAKING THE COACH ALL RIGHT, AMBOY 


BUT DO DRIVE SLOWLY 7 


THROUGH TOWN TONIGHT! 
LAST NIGHT You 


‚ AND YOU КОМ. нон >) 
FOND І AM OF — 


у AND YOU WOW HOW 
FOND ГАМ OF ///6// SPEEL 
FATHER NOTHING THRILL, 
ME AS MUCH AS WHIPPING 
THE TEAM.. TAE ROAD 

RUSHING WADLY BENEATH 
THE WHEELS. THE WIND, 
WHISTLING IN MY EARS. 
но ME WHISTLING АТ Å 

ЕПЕНСИ WENCH. 





DRIVING, | HUH? ОМ“ YES, 


ESPECIALLY FAVED Å 8000 NIGHT, FATHER Ў 1 KNOW 
THE FACTS OF LIFE. FATRER I WILL DRIVE 
WITH GREAT CAUTION f 
АТ TREMENDOUS 


SPEED, OF COURSE.. 
SUT WITH GREAT 
UT ION... 


—— | pek 
tL г. А FOOL, YOU! 
Bu AGGEPT meson- | | зуя? FASTER T , 
SIBILITIES е WERE! GIVE ME 
TF THAT WHIP? уб 


SUDDENLY, THE COBBLE STONES OF THE Town's NAN 
STREET SWEPT UNDER THE HURTLING CARRIAGE 
WHEELS AND THE CLATTER ECHOED ШТО THE 


WERE COMING INTO TOWN | SLOW DOWN PF THIS 18 
MOW, GIR. DON'T YOU THINK r WHERE THE FUN BEGINS” 
хой оцент то SLOW Е 





4 HE'S N THE 


T НЕ TOWNSPEOPLE SCATTERED IN ALL DIREC? OLD PIERRE COULD NOT MOVE, HE WAS ROOTED WITH FEAR. 
TIONS AS THE COACH ROANED INTO THE MARKET THE COACH BORE DOWN UPON NIM... 
SQUARE, 
7 ; 11 EN 
Е 
t < 


ік 













ær 
COULDN'T 

{Р Yf 

WE 


— og 
Ў x) 
— = yy 
А това 
А — 
1 SNE? тм 
WE TALKING ABOUT 
б THE DLO MAN 
You СЕО? 


ы 
| Да г 






4 ке A 
[ШУП ў ZI 


OLD MAN" "ON THAT I> THID IS THE | YOU MEAN I'M 


I még cautious, (END, AMBOY' 4 GOING TO ВЕТ A 
FATHER! ЖО? OWE Å ТМ SENDING | NEW CASTLE ALL FATHER (THATS 
YOU DUT ON | MYØWM..AND A 


YOUR OWNS 


PAY ME IN GOLD | WHAT YOU 
WHAT I WEIGH, J WEIGH? IN 


Дз YOU CAN BEE, KIDDIES, IRVING, OUKE OF MELVANIA, | бо CONSTRUCTION ON AMBOY'S CASTLE WAS BEGUN. 
SUT AMBOY WAS НО COPE EITHER, KIDDIES. AMBOY 


WAS WO COPE. акінну ANDOY COULDNT WAVE WEIGHED 
POUNDS.DUKE WAS BETTING OFF LIBHT. STARTED EATING. 


AT LAST FATHERS AMBOY. YOU'RE STUFFING )/ 





You're 20 ЛАВА ~ 
7 FATHER! MORE FOOD, | 


THE САМ YOUR NEW CASTLE 
X AM ON MY OWN... YOURSELF! YOU'LL 
BRING MORE FOODY 


15 READ ME! LL HAVE THE 

WEIGH=IM.ANO EACH YEAR 

AFTER THAT, TLL PAY YOU 

YOUR WE/GNT IN GOLD AS 
А! 


BANNING MY OWA 


Ано THEN. 2 TOMORROW THE CASTLE 
WILL ВЕ F/M/SHED AND WE WILL HAVE 
THE WEGM-IM, ANBOYE I MUST SAY 
IT'S ALMOST DONE, Е А YOU'VE GAINED GONGIDERABLE 
ANDOY” “аа WEIENT SINCE І MADE THIS DEAL 


Ано AS THE MONTHS мент ШҮ, AMSOY SOT FATTER ano [I 


FATTER AND FATTER. AND AMDOT'S CASTLE МЕАНЕО 





vure 1 
CHOMP... 
CHOMP... 


ЕО ANEAD, кивоуѓ Аз SOON AS TNE DUKE WAS GONE, 
COME, AM6DYf THE YOU во. Eat ALL YOU WANT. AMBOY WADDLED TO А SCALE 
SCALE 18 SET UP IN CHOMP. THIS 16 YOUR LAST NLY TWD NUNDRED AND TWENTY 
YOUR NEWCASTLE'S “\ FATHER, CWANCE f TILL UNDSÍ NOT ENOUGNS WHAT 
COURTYARD. LET'S GO! ) тал MEET | MIDHØMT тн... COULD 2 EAT TO MAKE МЕ HEAVIER. 

youfoon'T 

|, FORGET! 
WAVE TILL 


UDDENLY АМВОУЗ GLANCE FELL UPON THE LEAD Амеоч POINTED TO THE FLINTLOCK PISTOL NANGIKG 
WEIGNTS DN THE OTHER SCALE-BALANCE... OVER THE MANTLE... 
OF COURSE! LEAD SHOT! 


OF COURSE, LEAD. IF 1 COULD F/¿¿ P Рд 

MYSELF UP WITH ENOUGH LEAG Sali LITTLE ROUND LEAD BALLS. 

I COULD ADD ANOTHER HUNDRED 3 b WOULO ВЕ EASY TO SWALLOWS 
POUNDS, EAS/LY/ BUT, HOW - 


I CAN'T SWALLOW ANY MORE, I САН 
HARDLY MOVE. I MUST WEIGH FIVE 
HUNDRED POUNDS, AND. AND... 


QULP. GU в 
ІМ FULL! BUT в 





то MY NEW CASTLE...0AW 
ND GASP... МИЉУ 


THE TOWNSFOLK WERE WAITING. THE BARRICADE STRETCHED 
+ ACROSS THE ROAD. AMBOY SHRIEKED. THE COACHMAN 
SLAMMED ON THE BRAKES... 


THE ROAD BEFORE THE DAARICADE WAS STREWN WITH LIT: 
ТЬЕ ROUND LEAD BALLS... MILLIONS OF THEM... 


AMBOY, SIR! APE NOU ALL RISNT, SIR? 


LIKE SOMETHING Å 
ARE YOU... ONONE I LOOR. LOOK TONE НЕС / 





THE ФР 


TERROR 


HEH, HEH f SO, NOW IT'S THE CRYPT-KEEPER'S TURR TO CHILL YOU. FOR THE WIND-UP SPOT TO O.W'S MAG, I'VE 
CHOSEN А TALE BY FAY BRADBURY SO COME IRTO THE CRYPT OF TERROR, SIT робя OR THAT TENT: SPIKE 
THERE, AND ILL TELL YOU MY ADAPTATION OF MR BRADBURY'S, 


THE BLACK FE, 


THE CARRIVAL HAD COME TO TOWN LIKE AR OCTOBER 
WIND, LIKE A DARK BAT FLYING OVER Å COLD LAKE, BONES 
RATTLING IN THE NIGHT, MOURNING, SIGHING, WHISPERING 
UP THE TENTS IN THE DARK RAIN. IT STAYED ON FOR A 
MONTH BY THE GREY, RESTLESS LAKE OF OCTOBER, IN 
THE BLACK WEATHER AND INCREASING STORMS AND 
LEADEN SKIES. 





DURING THE Тиф WEEK, AT TWILIGHT ON A 
THURSDAY, TWO SMALL BOYS WALKED ALONG THE 
LAKE SHORE IN Е COLD WIND... 


W, I DONT BELIEVE 


YOU, HANK. 


совунант, 1848, BY RAY BRADBURY 





FUNNY. OKAY. THIS ONE'S 
EVEN FUNMER. 











HE LIGHTS WERE BURNING IN MRS, FOLEY'S WHITE 
MANSION, PIANO MUSC TINKLED, WITHIN THE WARM 
WINDOWS, PEOPLE MOVED. OUTSIDE, (Т BEGAN TO RAIN, 
DESPONDENT LY, IRREVOCABLY, FOREVER AND EVEN... 


HEY HAD FOLLOWED THE TEN YEAR OLD FROM THE 
FERRIS WHEEL UP THROUGH TOWN, DOWN DARK STREETS 
то MNS. POLEY'S HOUSE, NOW, INSIDE THE WARM DINING 





I'M 90 WET LIKE SOMEONE I KNOW HIS NAME. 
SQU/ATED ME WITH А HOSS. | MY MOTHER TOLO 
HOW MUCH LØNSET DO WE ME ABOUT HIM THE 

MAIT, HANK? 


SOSH, YOURE DUMB PETE! DON'T 
YOU SEE? THREE WEEKS АДО THE 
CARNIVAL САМЕ, AND ABOUT THE 
SAME TIME THIS LITTLE OLE 
ORPHAN KID SHOWS UP AT МЕЗ. 
FOLEYS. AND MRS. FOLEY'S OWN SON 
DIED A LONG TINE AGO, AND SHE'S 
NEVER BEEN THE SAME, SO HERE'S 
THIS LITTLE OLE ORPHAN WHO 
GUTTERS HER ALL ААО 


7 
NO BOY, HE'S A AGW, AND НЕЗ PLANNING 
ON LIVING WERE WITH YOU UNTIL НЕ 


WILL LOOK FOR HIM BUT SECAUSE THEY'LL 
ВЕ LOOKING FOR A FEM VEAR OLD, MR. 
DODGER WILL СЕТ АИАИ зь 


MOM SAID, HANK, YOU WEAR ABOUT 
THE LIL ORPHAN BOY MOVED IN МИЗ. 
FOLEY E SWELL, HIS NAME'S ASEAN 
PIKER AND НЕ JUST CAME TO MRS, 
FOLEY'S ABOUT 7WØ WEEKS AGO AND 


IM SCARED, 
HANK. I'M 
GOLD AND 


AND MRE, FOLEY BEEN GETTIN' ON LIKE HOT f THIS'S ALL 
APPLE PIE EVER SINGE THAT 8 


THEY MAROHED UP TO THE FRONT 
DOOR AND BANGED THE HUGE KNOCK- 
ER, AFTER AWHILE THE DOOR 


we GOT то WAAN YOU. 
IT'S ABOUT THAT SOY 


THE CARNIVAL AND THE FERRIS SU) 
WHEEL GOING BACKWARD MAKING MR. 
CODGER YOUNGER, т. DON'T KNOW HOW, 
AND нм COMING WERE АЗ A SOF, 

AND YOU CAN'T 77/87 HIM, BECAUSE 


ZACK ON THE FERRIS WHEEL AND IT'LL 
во FORWARD AND... 








N THE BIG BAY WINDOW OF THE 
DINING ROOM NOW THE MESH GUA- 
TAIN PULLED ASIDE, STANDING 
THERE IN THE PINK LICHT HIS HAND 
MADE INTO A MENACING FIST, WAS 
THE ORPHAN BOY, HIS FACE WAS 
HORRIBLE TO SEE, THE TEETR 
BARED, THE EYES HATEFUL... 


ILL BE SURPRISED, SOAKED, /COOGER, THE CAR- 
YOU WERE, BY 800? WHAT'S ALL £ A//VAL MAN,DAD? 
THIS ABOUT THE CARNIVAL 1 


THAT LIL OLE ORPHAN BOY, JOSEPH PIKES, 
GETS NNS, FOLEYS MOREY, НЕЗ GOT A 
8000 PLAN, 





WE GOT TO АСТ TOMGHT/ BECAUSE У 
IF WE DOW’ HE LL ПИЕ US! WE'RE 
THE ONLY ONES WHO KNOW f X 
SET HE JUST 7A/ES SOMETHIRG 
TONIGNT. ЗО, I TELL YOu, 

MEET МЕ AT MRS. FOLEY'S 

IN WALF AN NOUR. 





YOU'RE ROT воіна ANYWME RE, YOUNG зит, POPS 
MAR. YOU'RE GOING STRAIGHT 70 
BED. c MON UPSTAIRS! 


ЖЗ FOLEY'S HOUSE, LOSTIR 
А VAST RAINCOAT AND MARINERS CAP, SR IFFLING, 


PSST’ PETE! HEY! СЕВО 
ME YOUR PANTS f DAD 
WOULDN'T LET МЕ OUTS 


WELL THEN, MEET МЕ THERE AND 
I ВЕТ WE SEE THAT ORPHAN BOY 
SNEAKING OUT WITH THE MONEY, 
TONIGHT, AND RUNNING BACK DOWN 
TO THE CARNIVAL GROUNDS WITH IT, 
WHEN MAS. FOLEY'S ASLEEP. I'LL 
SEE YOU TH 30 LONG, PETES 


Hark WAS MARCHED UPSTAIRS. HARK UNDRESSED. НІЗ 
FATHER TOOK HIS CLOTHES AND LOCKED NiM IN HIS 
ROOM. THE REST OF HANK'S WARDROSE HUNG OUTSIDE 
THE LOCKED SEDROOM DOOR IR THE 4. CLOSET.. 





27 
Я 
= 
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G MON YOU'VE GOT THAT RAINCOAT 
от. NOSODYLL AWOW SO LEND ME YOUR 
PANTS, SEFORE I GET PNEUMONIA 7 





THE BAM LET U?.,.1N ABOUT ТЕМ 
MINUTES, А SMALL FIGURE 


ТО THAT PERRIS WHEEL. 
IF HE CHANGES BACK, 
WE'LL NEVER APOE 





За ee 5 Š 3 
а АКК RAN FORWARD AT THE BLIND HUNOHGACK BY THE 
MACHINE. OW THE WAY, HE PICKED UP A TENT SPIKE... 
GHEE GATE аш. Еди 
Т 





NUNGHBACK WITH HANK ON HIS CHEST, .THRASHING, 


н a W V 
ІНЕ MUNCHSACK TRIED TO REACH THE BRAKE TO STOP 
THE FERMS WHEEL. HANK RAN IN AND SLAMMED THE AROUND. JOSEPH PIKES— МЕ COOGER, FLUNG UP INA 
PIE AGAINST HIS FINGERS, MASHING THEM... STORMY COLO SKY IN THE BUSBLED CONSTELLATION! 
7 я — - — W OF WHIRL AND RUSH AND WIND, SCREAMED, THE 





HANK LEAPED FROM THE SPRAWL. 
ING HUNGHRAGK. HE STARTED IN ON 
THE BRAKE MECHANISM, HIT TING IT, 
JAMMING IT, PUTTING OHUNKS OF 
METAL IN IT... 


STOP, STOP, STOP THE WHEEL: 
STOP... 


=l а 
STOPS OG, PLEASE 
STOP THE WHEELS 


* 
ў ыс У 

KRAN и, % 

ка" GE da | s 





THE BOTTOM OF THE RIDE, A SKELETON SAT THERE, A PAPER BAG OF 
[MONEY IN ITS HANDS, A BROWN DERGY HAT ON ITS HEAD. . 


6000 LORD: е 
Т 
a а 








